S0IL SURVEY I PLENLIYLVANIA
{(FOR PAPSS HEWSLETTER)

In Pemnaylvania, 1977 wvas an active year for soil surveys. Soils map-
ping was completed in Cambria, Blair, Lawrence, Horthumberland, and
Unlon Counties. Soill survey manuscripts were completad for Lackawanna,
Wyoming, Wayne, Lebanon, and Somerset Counties,

During the year, five progress field revieys, four comprehensive field
reviews, three final fiald reviews, and two field correlations were
completed. One correlation conference was held at the Hortheast Techni~
cal Servica Center. Our schedule indicates about the same leval of
activity for fleld reviews in 1978 as we had in 1977. This indicates
anothar active year for the soil scientists in Penmsylvania.

BPuring Fiscal Year 1977, about 775,000 acres were soil survaeyed in the
state. This iz about 100,000 less than was surveyed In Fiscal Year
1576. 1Ia October 1976, we had 26 soil sclentists and two bilological
technicians working in the fiald, as wall as three soil sclentists in
the Stace Dffice at Harrisbuxg. How, at the end of January 1978, we
have 22 zoil scilentiats In the fleld and no biological techuicians., OFf
the 22 soil scilentists, two have been placed on area staffs as soils

speclaliats. This leaves 20 soil scientlsts on soill survey parties
throughout the state.

What 1s tha cause of this reduction 1n personnel, and what will be the
resule? The Commonwealih of Pemnsylvania no longer contributes $100,000

a year to accelerate solls mapping in Pennsylvania. These yearly graats
ended as of July 1, 1977, The fedsral soil asurvey budger was reduced
nationwide for Flscal Year 1973. The timing of this reduction of soil
suxvey funds for Pennsylvania had a much greater impact in the state

than it normally would have, since it coilncldad with the state eliminating
its $180,000 per year. So much for the cause. What 1s the impact of

this cur?

When budgsts ara culb, those who ratiras, move to another state, or resign
are not replacad. Thia is what hag happened to the soil survey ataff in
Pennaylvania. At the rate we were soil mapping last January, we could
tave finished soll surveylng the state by about 1982. With the present
level of reduced funds for soil survaeys and the resultant reduction in
parsonnel, we will probably finish mappinz about 1983.

Tou may be interssted in what has happened to the soll sclentlsts who
are no longar aoil mapping In the field. Ceorge Martin is the area soil
gclezarist at 3loomsbury wich northeast area responsibility for soils
interpretation, LIM, ete. Al Backer nolds the same type of position at
Lebanon 1n the 3CS southeast area. Don Holzer resignad from the Soil
Consarvation Service and i3 a soll scientist wich the Forest Serviee in




Horch Dakota. Dawve Belz has moved to Florida where he is a 3C5 soil
gcientist. Charles Dennls 1s on the SCS fileld office staff ak Honesdale,
and Gary Gtls is on the filald office staff ac Towanda., Garald Yoder re—
tired at the end of Secember 1977, and Jay Weaver retired at the end of
January 19738.
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