
  
 
 
 
September 29, 2016 
 
Honorable Gene Yaw  
Majority Chairman, Environmental Resources and Energy Committee 
Senate Box 203023  
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3023 
 
Re: Senate Bill 1325 – Erosion and Sediment Control Act 
 
Dear Senator Yaw: 
 
The Pennsylvania Association of Professional Soil Scientists (PAPSS) would like to take this opportunity to provide comments 
and observations on the proposed Senate Bill 1325 regarding the Erosion and Sediment Control Act. 
 
Sediment has been and continues to be the largest single source of pollution by volume in our state and nation. The recent 
development from gas and oil operations creates a potential additional negative impact on the quality of Pennsylvania’s 
watersheds, its soils, and forever alters important soil characteristics. Storm water runoff, sediment erosion, and riparian corridor 
destruction also exact a heavy toll on the quality of the receiving streams and lakes.  Soil compaction, erosion, and loss of soil 
fertility further degrade Pennsylvania’s soils in a changing climate. 
 
This Bill allows for reduced review times for E&S permits based on the opinion of several kinds of environmental professionals 
but not from soil scientists.  Numerous local ordinances and State and Federal regulations specify the need for soil science 
expertise from soil scientists in other programs including nutrient management, wetland protection, agricultural management, 
mining, land disposal of wastes and wastewater treatment, etc.   
Accurate recognition of soil types and soil characteristics are critical for identifying and characterizing natural resources and soil 
quality for certain permits issued under these laws and regulations.  Soil scientists use our understanding of soil pedogenic 
processes to interpret and predict the environmental consequences of changing land use. We are concerned that the bill makes no 
specific reference to soil science and/or inclusion of professional soil scientists.  
 
It is the opinion of PAPSS that any regulation dealing with erosion and sediment control must also include soil science as the 
basis of the regulation. Furthermore, we believe that expertise in soil science of those professionals involved with E&S planning 
and design is required in order for the regulation to be effective. Although, we respect and understand the necessity of the 
specialized knowledge of licensed geologists, engineers, landscape architects, and land surveyors, we believe that soil scientists 
have the necessary expertise for the consideration of soils and soil properties for effective E&S regulation.  Therefore, PAPSS 
requests that the profession of soil scientist be included in the application process and list of professionals outlined in the Bill and 
that soil scientists be allowed to comment and report on expedited applications to reduce the environmental risks associated with 
the expedited review process.  
 
Therefore, PAPSS requests consideration of changes to the definition of “Licensed professional” and “Expedited Reviews” to 
include soil scientists.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Yuri Plowden, President 
PA Association of Professional Soil Scientists 
 
Cc: PAPSS Board of Directors 
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