
PAPSS Annual Meeting Stone Valley Lodge, Petersburg, PA 

October 8, 2016 

Submitted by Cathy Sorace 

 

One hour of ethics training prior to Business Meeting 

Review of Minutes: Nancy Sansoni motion, Ed White second to approve last year’s minutes. Vote 
passes. 

Treasurer’s Report Michael Lane presented treasurer’s report and proposed 2017 budget. Question 
about the number of members versus membership fees. Michael will check on numbers to make sure 
calendar year change will adjust properly. Explanation made of the directors and officers insurance to 
protect officers, board members, committee members or other members representing PAPSS. If we act 
in good faith, ethically and within the By-Laws, then the insurance would protect PAPSS. Ed White 
motions to approve the report with the changes made to the budget at the meeting (Directors and 
Officers insurance and adjustment to member fees to reflect 2016’s numbers actually were). Second by 
Charlie Klinger. Vote passes.  

New Membership Form- edited to update with SSSA references, email address request, membership 
qualifications that are stated in the By-Laws.  

By-Laws – Board Liability and Insurance. Proposed changes to By-Laws presented and discussed. 
Additional work needed. Significant changes possible are two years for officers, add registry work to 
standing committees, allow use of technology for communications, indemnification clause. One idea is 
to require attendance at least 1 meeting per 5 years. Not pursued as it could backfire as a proposal. 

Registry- Laurel proposes that new members be required to be CPSS to reduce liability and have more 
objective way to approve professional members. Discussion about why our organization exists, whether 
our Registry would meet DEP regulations for ‘qualified soil scientist.’ Also PhDs or federal employees are 
generally not CPSSs but have a lot of education and experience. Suggestion from Joe Valentine that a 
procedure be drawn up as to how to analyze applications, with frequent problems that have come up in 
the past. Some sort of a scorecard.  

Ideas: Annual meeting is free or monetary advantage. 

2017 Programs 

 Suggestions – try to continue Tech Session plus annual meeting 

 Field trip in June Northeast Ped students (around June 16-17th) – maybe go just after they are 
done.  

 Erosion and sedimentation control 

 Annual meeting at engineers lodge, soil texture, soil judging ourselves 

 Guatemala soil mapping (Matt Ricker) 



 Ideas always welcome.  

 Frank Plewa would like to revive hydric soils workshops. 

  Skills stations. 

 Soil Health 

Committee Reports 

 Scholarship- revamping the application. Outreach much better this year. 4 applicants. Colleen 
Lindberg was winner. All applicants get free student memberships.  

 Sewage Advisory- one meeting in March only. Lot of DEP program turnover. Bruce will continue 
to represent PAPSS, Mark Mills as secondary.  

 Legislative- Vince Phillips sent an update on current issues. Bruce Willman and Jackie Heinl 
provided comments on the Erosion and Sedimentation legislation. 

 Editorial- 2 issues this year, 2 proposed for next year. 

 Program – covered above. 

 Constitution and By-Laws – covered above. 

 Fund Raising – covered with Registry discussion. 

New Business- Matt Hostrander interested in getting Smithsonian soil exhibit to PA.  

 Electronic payment- Michael Callahan continues to maintain website and is working on sending 
out emails to collected by the website with PennSoil, announcements, etc. 

 Sponsor an undergraduate field trip. 

Nominations and Election of Officers 

 Yuri Plowden 2015-2017 President 

 Matt Hostrander 2015-2017 Vice-President 

 Cathy Sorace -2016-2018 stepping down- Remainder of term to be completed by Bruce Willman 
– Bruce will be Treasurer 

 Jackie Heinl 2016-2018   

 Charlie Klinger 2016-2018 

Newly elected for 2017-2019: 

 Luke Smeltz  and Alex Dado  

  Thanks to Michael Lane for his service.   

Meeting adjourned at  3:05pm. 



Sewage Advisory Committee (SAC) Activity Report 2016   
(Since last PAPSS Annual Meeting on October 16, 2015) 

PAPSS Designated Representative - Bruce P. Willman, CPSS  

Alternate Representative - Mark S. Mills, CPSS 

(DEP Appointments through March 2017) 

December 8, 2016 — Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee Hearing on 
Act 537 (Sewage Facilities Act) 

The intent of the committee hearing was to generate testimony as to what changes or 
upgrades the Act 537 needs. PAPSS was one of 8 invited testifiers, Other groups and testifiers 
were Dana Aunkst, PADEP Deputy Secretary for Field Operations; Duane Mowery, Chairman, 
Sewage Advisory Committee; Elam Herr, Executive Director, Pennsylvania State Association of 
Township Supervisors; Chris Wood, PASEO President, Roger Lehmann, PASEO Past President, 
and Jim Sanders, PASEO Board Member, PA Sewage Enforcement Officers Association; Bob 
Wood, PA Realtors Association; Julian A. Mazero, Project Engineer for ELA Group Inc., 
Associated Builders and Contractors, Keystone Chapter; Bruce P. Willman, CPSS, Pennsylvania 
Association of Professional Soil Scientists; and Thaddeus Stevens, Citizens Advisory Council. 

Written testimonies from each group were provided to the committee in advance of the oral 
testimonies given on December 8. A copy of PAPSS's testimony is attached which discussed the 
issues we have consistently commented in the Act and regulations. 

December 9, 2015- Sewage Advisory Committee Meetings for 2016 

Mr. Nick Hong, PE, PADEP Environmental Engineering Specialist, Bureau of Clean Water, 
notified the Sewage Advisory Committee of the 2016 meeting dates. The Pennsylvania Sewage 
Advisory Committee will meet on the March 22, 2016 and September 14, 2016. All meetings begin 
at 10:30 a.m. Meetings are conducted in Room 105 of the Rachel Carson State Office Building, 400 
Market St., Harrisburg. 

March 22, 2016 — Full Sewage Advisory Committee meeting (First meeting since March 

24,2015) The following were topics discussed at the meeting: 

1. Proposed SAC Bylaws revisions - DEP initially wanting to revise the list on members in the 
Bylaws and then wanting to just delete the specific list altogether and just refer to the Act. 
However, the Act does not include an updated list (PAPSS is not listed, that's how old the 
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Act is). Also some discussions that DEP wanted to limit terms of members since some 
members have been on the committee for many years. 

2. The status of the proposed changes to the sewage facilities regulations (Chapters 71, 72 and  
73) is on hold. The Secretary has directed DEP to perform a comprehensive update to all the 
sewage regulations and not the "surgical" changes proposed in the last 2 years. Therefore, 
DEP is back to reviewing the proposed comprehensive changes that SAC submitted 
approximately 8-9 years ago. (Senate Bill 1114 unanimously passed and is pending 
consideration in the House may amend the Act to allow the use of alternate systems for new 
land development planning providing some more immediate relief on this issue until the 
regulations are revised and updated). DEP said they may have something for SAC to again 
review by the summer of 2016. 

3. Draft NSF 380 Guidance - DEP stated this standard meets advanced treatment standards for 
PA systems. DEP expects to adopt this guidance by policy. This has been determined to be 
"robust" enough to not require sand filters. 

4. In regards to the TVP program, DEP stated that adoption of the NSF 380 standard would 
not require a system to go through TVP. DEP is now looking at independent testing (NSF, 
ANSI, etc.) submitted to the Department for review and determination if TVP would be 
necessary to gain acceptance in PA. The Chesapeake Bay initiatives were involved in 
promoting these policies. 

5. Chesapeake Bay Watershed Data Sharing Program - Agreement among PA, MD, DE, WV 
and VA to share system technology testing data for acceptance in PA. 2 Phases - Phase 1 
would be initial testing and Phase 2 would involve 12 test sites wit at least 6 in PA and 
others in agreement states. MD apparently has a lot of system testing data. Other states may 
as well. 

6. The DCNR Bureau of Forestry and and DEP developed a Fact Sheet on guidance for 
maintaining onlot sewage facilities on leased properties on state forest lands. There are 
approximately 4,000 "campsites" throughout PA and many are decades old sites. 

There is more information regarding these items in the attachments for the meeting. They can 
be downloaded from the Sewage Advisory Committee website 
at: http://www.dep.pa.gov/PublicParticipation/AdvisoryCommittees/WaterAdvisorv/SAC/Pages/def
au ltaspx#.Vw.TaE6QrL 11  

August 12, 2016 — Mr. Nick Hong of the Department notified all Sewage Advisory Committee 
members that the September14 , 2016 meeting of the committee is cancelled. When asked if 
another meeting will be planned for this year, Mr. Hong said John Diehl retired in June 2016 (as 
well as Mr. Ron Furlong) and until there is a replacement the sewage facilities program will be on 
hold for right now. 
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September 14, 2016 — Full Sewage Advisory Committee Meeting — CANCELLED 

November-December 2016 - The next two-year appointments to the Sewage Advisory Committee 
begin with 2017. The Department usually requests that the member organizations to submit their 
nominees for primary and alternate representatives to the committee before the end of the year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank PAPSS for being their representative to the 
Sewage Advisory Committee since PAPSS was appointed to the committee nearly 20 years ago. I 
will offer to continue providing representation to the Sewage Advisory Committee for the next 
term beginning in 2017 to 2019. 

Sewage Advisory Committee Activity Report Respectfully Summated by, 

 

 
 

 
Bruce P. Willman, CPSS 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION of PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS 

Annual Meeting *** October 2016 
 

Prepared by Vince Phillips, Contract Lobbyist 
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION NEARING END 
The 2015-16 legislative session ends November 30.  At present, there appears to be little interest 
in a lame-duck post-election session even though the House scheduled two session days in mid-
November.  That means there are six session days for the General Assembly to complete its work.  
Any bill that is not passed by both House and Senate is void.  Next year, many will be re-
introduced but will be starting the legislative journey anew no matter where the legislation was 
in this session.  One Senate item of business is confirming Governor Wolf’s nominee for DEP 
Secretary Patrick O’Donnell, now serving as Acting Secretary. 
 
COMPLETED AND PENDING ITEMS OF INTEREST 

• Senate Bill 1114 (Yaw-R-Lycoming) requires DEP to recognize (newer) alternative 
technologies in construction of new onlot septic systems.  Status: Opposed by DEP, 
supported by PSMA, it passed the Senate and is now in the House Environmental 
Resources & Energy Committee. 

• House Bill 1103 exempts high tunnel buildings from having to do a storm water 
management plan providing that the structure does not result in an impervious area 
exceeding 25% of all structures on the property, and: (one of the three) 100 feet from 
stream, public road or property line; 35 feet-plus from any perennial stream located on a 
slope not greater than seven percent; supported with buffer or diversion system to 
manage storm water run-off.  Status:  Passed House, reported out of Senate Environment 
Resources & Energy Committee September 27, 2016 

• Senate Resolution 414 (Yudichak-D-Luzerne) recognized September 19-23 as Smart 
Septic Week to urge property owners to be mindful of the need to maintain their onlot 
septic systems.  Status: Adopted by the Senate August 30, 2016 

• Senate Resolution 385 (Brooks-R-Crawford/Erie/Warren) directing the Joint State 
Government Commission to conduct a study to analyze and identify any PA 
environmental regulations more stringent than Federal rules.  Status: Reported out by 
Senate Environmental Resources & Energy Committee September 27 by a 9-1 vote 
(Senator Leach –D-Montgomery - voting no) 

• Senate Bill 307 (Yudichak) establishes an independent counsel for the Environmental 
Quality Board.  It was amended in July to include a funding stream for the County Fairs. 
Status: Passed the Senate, amended and passed the House, amended and passed the 
Senate, and returned to the House where it is in the House Rules Committee. 

 
 
 



2 
 

• On August 29, the House Democratic Policy Committee held a public hearing on House 
Bill 738 (Hanna-D-Clinton) to require public hearings when application of “sewage 
sludge” (biosolids) would take place and prohibit it in certain areas.  NOTE:  Testimony 
mainly consisted of anti-presenters and the professional community was not invited to 
participate.  Status: House Consumer Affairs Committee 

• House Resolution 60 was adopted by the House (Emrick-R-Nothhampton), possibly as a 
result of high-level political in-fighting.  It directs the PA Legislative Budget & Finance 
Committee to study the use of biosolids.  The study has not yet begun as of September 
29, 2016 but is not required until later in 2017.  PSMA vigorously opposed the 
resolution. 

• On September 28, Growing Greener III (Senate Bill 1374) was introduced by Senator 
Tom Killion (R-Delaware) and referred to the Senate Environmental Resources & Energy 
Committee.  It seeks to provide a funding stream for further farmland conservation 
among other things.  Note this one section of interest to soil scientists: 

(4)  To provide funding and technical assistance, in cooperation with the State 

Conservation Commission, to assist the owners of farms and other properties in improving 

the quality of the soil, water and air through the installation and maintenance of best 

management practices. 
 
NO ACTION 

• Senate Bill 845 (Schwank-D-Berks) licensing professional soil scientists.  Status: Senate 
Consumer Affairs & Professional Licensure Committee 
 

A SAMPLER OF LEGISLATIVE RESPONSES TO THE OPIOID CRISIS 
One huge issue for both this session and the next is the opioid/heroin crisis.  On September 28, 
at a joint session of the House and Senate listened to Governor Tom Wolf addressed the 
opioid/heroin crisis in Pennsylvania and urged prompt action by the General Assembly.  There 
has already been significant action including at least one that directly impacts the insurance 
industry.  House Bill 1698 (Heffley-R-Carbon) requires that health insurance companies include 
coverage for abuse-deterrent opioids (harder to snort or grind into powder, etc.).  NOTE: The 
Insurance Federation of PA reports that Governors in New Jersey and New York have vetoed 
similar legislation in their states.   HB 1698 passed the House 190-3 June 23 and was referred to 
the Senate Banking & Insurance Committee.  Senate Bill 1202 (Yaw-R-Lycoming) mandates 
training for licensed medicine dispensers and prescribers to receive two hours of continuing 
education in pain management or in the prescribing practices of opioids.  This seeks to address 
of prescribing opioids too frequently and almost automatically for pain treatment.  It passed the 
Senate 49-0 on June 15 and was referred to the House Professional Licensure Committee.  A 
similar bill, Senate Bill 1368 (Killion-R-Delaware) passed the Senate September 28 by a 49-0 vote.  
Of interest to many will be an upcoming October 19 House Human Services Committee hearing 
on what to do when a loved one has addiction problems. Details: Chair Gene DiGirolamo (R-
Bucks) 717-7319 or Executive Director Melanie Brown mebrown@pahousegop.com  

mailto:mebrown@pahousegop.com
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name:          

Home Address       Office Address 

                

                

                

Phone        Phone        

Email address         

Mailing address for PAPSS Correspondence                  Home Office 
 

1. Type of membership (check Membership Type qualification from PAPSS Bylaws, listed on Page 5 and 6 of this form) 
(circle one)  Professional  Apprentice  Associate  Student 

 

2. List the university or college from which you received your degree(s): 
 

University/College Department Degree Major/Minor Date 
     

     

     
 
3. List the courses (description and credits) on Page 2 that you have taken that fulfill the Membership Type qualifications you are applying 

for, and attach an official transcript of your academic records if your qualifications for membership relate to Article II, Section 2.0, 
paragraphs a) or b), see Page 5. Also provide proof of CPPS/CPSC certification, OPM GS-5 Soil Scientist rating, or NSCSS registration in 
accordance with paragraphs c), d), or e). 
 

4. Attach a resume including professional soil scientist positions held. Include names of employers, duties, responsibilities, activities, and 
dates of employment for each position. Summarize your professional experience as it relates to Membership Type from PAPSS Bylaws 
listed on page 5 of this form. 
 

5. As part of your submission, please include examples of projects in which your responsibilities include soil classification, mapping, or 
interpretations. Include other significant soil activities and membership in professional and honorary organizations. 
 

6. List one or more members of the association who will act as a reference for you.  
 

         
References may be requested to submit a confidential evaluation. 

         
 

7. Reason for applying for membership in PAPSS. 
 
           
 
           
 

8. I hereby certify that all information submitted in support of this application is correct and true to the best of my knowledge. I have read 
and fully subscribe to the PAPSS Code of Ethics. 
 
Signature        Date      
 
Incomplete or illegible materials will be returned and application will not be considered 
Please send application to the President of the PAPSS with an application fee of $35.00 ($15.00 for students) payable to PAPSS. 
Note: To upgrade your member status, a new application must be submitted with the additional information supporting the class of membership requested.
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EDUCATION 
Core Soil Courses Semester Hour Credits 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Other Biological, Physical or Earth Science Courses Semester Hour Credits 
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       Beginning with the first professional-level position beyond the baccalaureate degree, list all full time  

positions in order of occurrence. Begin with the first and end with the current position; list inclusive  
Name        dates for all positions and employers. Indicate any concurrent positions at the percent full time. 

Also be specific as to the major duties and responsibilities of each position by indicating the percent
 time spent on an annual basis that you performed these duties. 

Employment Information 

No. Length 
From                 To 

Degree 
Level 

Employer Name 
Location Professional Title 

% 
Full 
Time 

Duties and Responsibilities 

% 
Time 
per 

Activity 
A 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMPLE #1 
6/2012        9/2014 

BS XYZ Environmental 
Soil, PA 

Staff Soil Scientist 100 Field Soil Mapping 
Soil Data Collection, Interpretation 
  and Classification 
Staff Training 
Project Development/Research Proposals 

50 
30 
 
15 
5 

B 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMPLE #2 
9/2014        8/2016 

MS Soil Science University 
Soil, PA 

Research Assistant 
 
 
Graduate Student 

50 
 
 
50 

Field Soil Sample & Data Collection 
Data Analysis 
 
MS Degree Courses in Soil Science 

60 
40 
 
50 
 

01 
 
 
 
 
 

       

02 
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No. Length 
From                 To 

Degree 
Level 

Employer Name 
Location Professional Title 

% 
Full 
Time 

Duties and Responsibilities 

% 
Time 
per 

Activity 
05 
 
 
 
 
 

       

06 
 
 
 
 
 

       

07 
 
 
 
 
 

       

08 
 
 
 
 
 

       

09 
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Types of PAPSS Membership 
(from Article II – Membership, PAPSS By-laws) 

 
Please Read carefully. In some cases, the Board may require additional proof of courses and qualifications. 
 
Professional Membership Qualifications 

a) A full 4-year course of study in an accredited college or university leading to a bachelor’s or higher degree 
with major study in soil science plus five (5) years of professional experience (as defined in Section 2.1) 
beyond the baccalaureate degree in soil mapping, soil classification, and/or soil interpretations and approval 
by majority vote of the Board. The course of study must have included at least 30 semester hours of courses 
in biological, physical, and earth sciences, and at least 15 semester hours in soils in such subjects as soil 
genesis and pedology, soil physics, soil chemistry, soil biology, soil fertility, soil and water management 
conservation, forest soils, soil and plant analysis for nutrient management, soil mineralogy, wetland soils, 
and soil and environmental quality as defined by the current divisions in the Soil Science Society of America, 
or 
 

b) A full 4-year course study in an accredited college or university leading to a bachelor’s or higher degree with 
major study in a related biological, physical, or earth science field plus six (6) years of post-academic 
professional experience (as defined in Section 2.1) and approval by majority vote of the Board. The course 
study must have included at least 30 semester hours of courses in biological, physical, and earth sciences and 
15 semester hours in soils in such subjects as soil genesis and pedology, soil physics, soil chemistry, soil 
biology, soil fertility, soil and water management and conservation, forest soils, soil and plant analysis for 
nutrient management, soil mineralogy, wetland soils, and soil and environmental quality as defined by the 
current divisions in the Soil Science Society of America or, 
 

c) SSA (Formerly ARCPACS) certification as a Certified Professional Soil Scientist (CPSS), 
 

d) Office of Personnel Management (OPM) “Soil Scientist GS-5” rating and five (5) years of professional 
experience, or 
 

e) National Society of Consulting Soil Scientists (NSCSS) registration as a Registered Professional Soil 
Scientist (RPSS), or 
 

f) In unique circumstances where the minimum academic requirements are not met fully, an individual may be 
granted Professional membership by majority vote of the Board if he or she can document a cumulative total 
of at least ten (10) years of professional experience in soil mapping, soil classification, and/or soil 
interpretations and has passed the SSSA soil science examinations. 
 

Professional experience is defined as post academic experience devoted to soil classification, mapping, or 
interpretations using the procedures of the National Cooperative Soil Survey, or equivalent procedures, after 
satisfying the other requirements of this section. Each advanced soil science related degree (M.S. and Ph.D.) will 
substitute for a maximum of two (2) years’ experience. 
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Qualifications for Other Types of Membership 
Apprentice Member is an individual who meets the requirements listed in Professional Membership, except for 
professional experience, and is actively working to acquire this experience. 
 
Associate Members are other individuals interested in the aims and objectives of the Association. This class of 
membership is obtained by nomination to the Board by a Professional Member and approval by majority vote of the 
Board. 
 
Honorary Members shall be elected by a two-thirds vote of the Members voting at a regular meeting. 
 
Student Members are individuals in a course of study leading to a bachelor’s or higher degree with a major study 
in soil science, or a related field, at an accredited college or university. This class of membership is obtained by 
nomination to the Board by a member and approved by a majority vote of the Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U:\mlane\papss\Membership.Application.Form.Rev.August.2016.docx 
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